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Project Goals

• This planning effort seeks to bring together
various stakeholders in the South Westfield area
to discuss, understand and design a 5 to 15-year
vision for a dynamic future neighborhood district,
not just a series of subdivisions.

• This effort is a preliminary discussion.  It’s goal is
to bring issues to the table and allow an open
dialogue, while providing conceptual planning for
the future.

• This effort seeks to build a plan for the future that
works with, not against, the City of Carmel’s
various systems, including auto transportation,
open space and pedestrian mobility.
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Project Assumptions

• Cities change.  Land uses change.  Carmel is
changing.  Planning is important in order to
understand, design for and benefit from this
fact, facilitating a high quality of life in the
future.

• The design attitude of this project should
utilize best practices in urban design and
planning, making a pedestrian-friendly
community for all residents.

• The community of this area desires an open
dialogue and discussion about the future of
this district and is willing to discuss many
options for its preservation and development.
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Project Understandings

• This project understands that various stakeholders
have economic interests in future plans.  It also
understands non-economic interests and seeks to
provide options that maximize both to the greatest
extent possible.

• The City of Carmel’s Department of Community
Services (DOCS) is sponsoring this project because it
sees an opportunity to connect various stakeholders
together in an effort to create a true neighborhood that
is of great benefit to all.

• EDEN Land & Design, Inc. is a local land use and
planning consultant that has been retained to lead this
effort and provide critical analysis, opinion, and
conceptual design based on best practices of urban
planning and design.
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Scope & Timeframe

• MAY 23 - Initial Introduction and Discussion

• JUNE 6 - Initial Observations, Analysis, Conceptual
Land Use Ideas Presented and Discussed.

• Month of June - Refinements and Review

• Month of July - Presentation of Conceptual Plan
Refinements; Issue of Plan for Review.

• FUTURE - Possible Overlay Creation, Future
Development Proposal Review, Integration into
Possible Central Business District Plan
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Making a Neighborhood

• A Neighborhood is different from a Subdivision.  A
Subdivision is a mono use district with limited
options for a variety of residents.  A
Neighborhood is a place with a mix of uses and
options for a variety of residents and visitors.
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Healthy By Design
source: Robert W

ood Johnson Foundation

Principles for healthy design in communities:

• Create Safe Sidewalks and Trails

• Design for Safer, Slower Traffic

• Zone to encourage physical activity

• Build activity into the architecture of
buildings

• Create connections with transit
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Smart Growth
source: Urban Land Institute

Principles for healthy design in communities:

1. Create a Shared Vision for the Future

2. Identify and Sustain Green Infrastructure

3. The Right Design in the Wrong Place Is Not Smart Growth

4. Protect Environmental Systems and Conserve Resources

5. Provide Diverse Housing Types and Opportunities

6. Build Centers of Concentrated Mixed Uses

7. Use Multiple Connections to Enhance Mobility and
Circulation

8. Deliver Sustainable Transportation Choices

9. Preserve the Community’s Character

10. Make it Easy to Do the Right Thing
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Smart Growth

Some new
perspective…
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A Conceptual
Framework
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